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Health  Centre, 

Murivance, 

Shrewsbury, 

July,  1957 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1956.  The 
report  follows  the  pattern  of  those  of  previous  years  in  order  to 
maintain  continuity  and  to  facilitate  reference. 

My  joint  appointment  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  as  a 
Medical  Officer  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Council  gives  me  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  observe  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  the 
Borough  from  a  wider  viewpoint  than  is  granted  to  a  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  who  is  not  in  close  contact  with  the  Local  Health  Authority 
in  the  running  of  the  Part  III  services  of  the  National  Health  Act 
1946,  especially  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Health  Services.  The 
functions  of  the  Health  Department  of  this  and  similar  non-county 
Borough  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  were  severely  pruned  by  that 
Act,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  further  pruning  apparently 
contemplated  will  not  harm  the  growth  and  fruitfulness  of  these 
authorities.  Co-operation  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his 
staff  has  been  excellent.  I  have  been  fortunate  in  being  associated 
in  the  initiation  of  two  immunisation  campaigns  by  the  Shropshire 
County  Council  which  will,  I  hope,  have  far  reaching  effects  on  the 
health  of  this  town,  namely,  those  against  poliomyelitis  and 
tuberculosis. 

A  Tuberculosis  Care  and  After  Care  Committee,  which  is  affiliated 
to  the  N.A.P.T.,  was  formed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  This 
Committee,  which  was  intended  to  help  tuberculous  patients  and 
their  relatives  in  ways  not  possible  through  the  existing  services, 
was  designated  to  serve  the  Shrewsbury,  Atcham  and  Church 
Stretton  areas.  The  Committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  then 
Mayor  of  Shrewsbury  and  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  has  since  extended  its  sphere  of  activities  throughout  the 
area  concerned. 

Another  committee  whose  activities  are  proving  beneficial  to  the 
people  of  the  Borough  which,  although  formed  late  in  1955,  began  its 
active  growth  during  1956,  is  the  Shrewsbury  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee.  One  of  the  objects  of  this  committee  to  which  I  would 
like  to  refer  is  the  encouragement  of  activities  by  the  elderly,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  not  only  give  a  new  interest  in  life,  but  also  bring  in 
some  much  needed  extra  pocket  money. 


As  will  be  seen  from  this  report  the  Borough  has  been  fortunate 
in  having  a  low  incidence  of  the  infectious  diseases,  apart  from  an 
outbreak  of  a  relatively  mild  type  of  Dysentery. 

Attention  is  also  drawn  to  the  progress  made  during  the  year  in 
moving  families  from  unfit  houses  ;  twenty-six  families  being  taken 
from  such  houses.  Most  of  these  houses  were  represented  in  1955, 
and  during  1956 — 101  houses  were  represented  to  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  to  be  dealt  with  either  as 
individual  unfit  houses  or  in  clearance  areas. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  177  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year,  and  an 
increased  number  of  dwellings  are  to  be  built  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  1957  so  that  it  is  expected  that  all  these  unfit  houses  will  be 
emptied  and  their  occupants  re-housed  during  1957. 

The  co-operation  given  by  the  Staff  and  received  from  other 
departments  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  Thanks  are  due  to  the 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  for  the  efficient  way  in 
which  certain  services  which  are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
health  of  the  town  have  been  provided.  I  refer  to  water  supply, 
sewerage  and  refuse  disposal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  C.  Mackenzie, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1956 


Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres 
Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of  1956) 
Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population 
Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1956) 

Male  Female 
360  3201 


Live  Births 


'Legitimate 
Illegitimate  18 


17 


Total 


£644,067 

£2,640 

8,034 

46,850 

5.8 

13,748 


715 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  15.3 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ...  ...  ...  21.9 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  498 


DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  10.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  per  1,000  Total  Births 

(live  and  still)  ...  ...  ...  .  2.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE .  29.4 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27.9 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57.1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  .  ...  97 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  Nil 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 

As  in  the  past  twenty-seven  years,  daily  readings  and  weather 
recordings  have  been  continued  at  Monkmoor  Hospital,  where  a 
Climatological  Station,  approved  by  the  Air  Ministry,  is  situated. 

The  particulars  regarding  1956  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Rainfall.— The  total  rainfall  was  23.44  inches,  compared  with 
23.35,  30.66  and  22.04  inches  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  last  27  years  was  25.69  inches. 

Sunshine. — The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
was  1,327.3  hours,  compared  with  1,589,  1,232.7  and  1,443.8  hours 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  sunshine  over  the  last  27  years  was  1,355.6  hours. 

Temperatures. — Extremes  of  temperatures  during  the  year 
were  : — 

Warmest  Day  (Highest  Shade  Maximum),  June  11th  and 
July  27th,  78°. 

Warmest  Night  (Highest  Shade  Minimum),  July  24th,  62°. 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Shade  Maximum),  February  1st,  23°. 

Coldest  Night  (Lowest  Shade  Minimum),  February  3rd,  5°. 

The  hottest  day  in  the  sun  was  on  July  4th,  with  118°. 


Weather  Statistics.  Shrewsbury,  1956. 
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POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  of 
Shrewsbury  for  1956,  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  46,850,  compared  with  46,800  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1956  was  715,  compared  with  696, 
695  and  710  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  was  15.3  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
14.9,  14.8  and  15.3  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  715  live  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Male  ...  360 

Female  ...  320 

Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  35  illegitimate  births, 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was 
illegitimate  births  being  a  percentage 

Stillbirths 

There  were  16  stillbirths,  compared  with  15,  20  and  21  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  0.34  per  1,000  population,  the  stillbirths 
being  a  percentage  of  2.2  of  the  total  births. 

A  comparison  of  the  adjusted  birth  rate  between  Shrewsbury 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 
Live  birth 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15.7 

Shrewsbury .  14.8 


18  \  715 

17  / 


compared  with  31,  48  and  31 

0.75  per  1,000  population, 
of  4.9  of  the  total  live  births. 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  498,  compared  with 
516,  572  and  512  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  498  deaths,  251  were  males  and  247  females. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  10.6,  but,  by  applying  the  compara¬ 
bility  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  adjusted  death 
rate  became  10.4 

Of  the  498  deaths,  323  persons  were  65  years  of  age  or  over. 

If  the  main  causes  of  death  are  grouped,  it  will  be  seen  that  400 
of  the  498  deaths  can  be  allocated  to  four  groups  as  follows 

(1)  Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

(2)  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulating  System, 

including  Vascular  lesibns  of  Nervous 
System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

(3)  Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(4)  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respira¬ 

tory  Disease,  including  Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

There  were  4  deaths  from  suicide  and  1  from  motor  vehicle 
accident. 

Of  the  child  population  there  were  21  infant  deaths  (under  one 
year  of  age),  and  5  deaths  of  children  1  to  15  years  of  age. 

A  comparison  between  the  adjusted  death  rate  of  Shrewsbury 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows  : — 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

England  and  Wales.  ...  ...  11.7 

Shrewsbury .  10.4 


Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Tear  1956 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  aces  or 
"  Residents  "  whether  occurring  within  or 

WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 

Causes  of  Df.ath 

Male 

Female 

r-H 

u 

<v 

a 

P 

cm 

co 

© 

r—* 

o 

** 

1 

1  CO 

lO 

65  and 

over 

251 

247 

21 

— 

— 

i 

— 

4 

— 

2 

6 

14 

127 

323 

Tuberculosis,  Respira- 

tory 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

forms 

Syphilitic  Disease 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infec- 

tions 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

i 

i 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Stomach 

6 

7 

1 

3 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus 

20 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Breast 

— 

8 

1 

4 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Uterus 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•> 

3 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

27 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

17 

24 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  Ner- 

vous  System... 

29 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

65 

Coronary  Disease,  An- 

gma . 

45 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

49 

Hypertension  with  Ht. 

Disease 

4 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Heart  Disease 

33 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

19 

63 

Other  Circulatory  Dis- 

ease 

1 

4 

1 

i 

2 

1 

Influenza 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

Pneumonia 

13 

8 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

i 

_ 

i 

2 

13 

Bronchitis 

17 

10 

9 

18 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  System 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum  ... 

4 

3 

3 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

9 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malforma- 

tions 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Defined  and  ill- 

defined  Diseases 

26 

25 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

29 

M.T.  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

— 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

5 

Suicide 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  opera- 

tions  of  War... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

13 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  21, 
compared  with  17,  20  and  21  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  accordingly  29  per  1,000  live 
births,  compared  with  26^  29  and  30  in  the  previous  years  respec¬ 
tively. 

These  deaths  are  analysed  by  causes  and  duration  of  life  in  the 
accompanying  table. 


Infant  Mortality,  1956 

Net  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  1  year  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1  month  and 
under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months 

6  months  and 
under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Birth  Injury... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malforma¬ 
tion 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

i 

— 

4 

Atelectasis  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Asphyxia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Haemolytic  Disease  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

i 

— 

— 

3 

Anaemia 

i 

1 

Generalised  Oedema 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumococcal  Menin¬ 
gitis 

i 

1 

Totals 

9 

3 

1 

1 

14 

3 

i 

i 

2 

21 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Sabido,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  on  the  water  supply  of  the  town,  accom¬ 
panied  by  statistics  of  laboratory  examinations  carried  out  at  Shelton 
Waterworks. 

“During  the  year  under  review  Shelton  Head  Works  have  supplied 
the  whole  of  the  Undertaking’s  water  requirements  free  of  all 
restrictions.  The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  amounted  to 
2,060,672  gallons,  which  was  equivalent  to  43.2  gallons  per  head 
per  day,  and  the  maximum  daily  quantity  supplied  was  2,773,000 
gallons. 

Routine  daily  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analyses  were 
carried  out  at  Shelton  on  the  water  at  the  separate  stages  of  treat¬ 
ment.  The  maximum  and  minimum  results  obtained  from  these 
examinations  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  taking  routine  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water  samples  drawn  from 
householders  at  random  was  maintained.  Three  hundred  and 
twelve  such  examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  all 
samples  were  found  to  be  sterile.  The  water  supply  to  the  Authorised 
Area  has  consistently  maintained  the  very  high  standard  of  purity 
demanded  for  public  water  supplies  in  this  country. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  investigations  were  still  proceeding 
regarding  the  possibility  of  the  re-development  of  Conduit  Head  as  a 
secondary  and  emergency  source  of  supply.  This  site  was  taken  out 
of  operation  in  1947  because  it  was  found  that  the  upper  sands  and 
gravels  were  contaminated.  It  is  hoped  to  obtain  a  greater  supply 
than  hithertofore  from  the  lower  series  of  strata  to  make  it  an 
economic  possibility,  although  modern  safeguards  would  have  to  be 
installed. 

The  length  of  new  mains  laid  within  the  water  area  during  the 
year  was  4.54  miles.” 

The  water  supply  position  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  as 
computed  in  the  year  1956  may  be  summaried  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  14,529 

Total  number  of  houses  with  a  Corporation 

piped  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,491 

Houses  without  a  piped  supply,  i.e.,  from 

wells  or  streams...  ...  ...  ...  38 


16 


Swimming  Baths 

During  the  year  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths  was  examined 
bacteriologically  on  24  occasions.  Of  these,  5  samples  were  not 
considered  satisfactory. 


Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Public  Cleansing 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  A.  T.  Morris,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

“  Main  Drainage. — No  existing  houses  were  connected  to  the 
sewer  during  the  year,  but  the  Mount  Garage  caravan  site  was 
connected.  All  but  3  of  the  houses  erected  during  the  year  were 
connected  to  the  public  sewer.  The  other  3  houses  were  drained  to 
cesspits.  The  main  sewer  was  extended  from  the  Comet  Estate  to 
drain  the  Field  House  Estate. 


“  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  tip  opened  at  Woodfield 
Road  in  1955  was  completed  during  the  year  and  negotiations  were 
begun  for  a  new  tip  at  Castle  Walk.  A  system  of  charging  for  the 
collection  of  trade  refuse  was  introduced,  and  charges  were  made 
for  the  depositing  of  certain  types  of  refuse  at  the  tip.” 

No  complaints  of  nuisance  were  received  from  the  Woodfield 
Road  area  and  the  controlled  tipping  carried  out  there  appears  to 
have  been  satisfactory. 

The  present  position  as  regards  sewage  disposal  in  the  town 
as  estimated  during  1956  is  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the 
Borough 

Number  of  houses  connected  to 
Corporation  sewers 

Number  of  houses  connected  to 
independent  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works,  e.g.,  cesspits, 
septic  tanks 

Number  of  houses  relying  on 
earth,  pail  or  chemical 
closets 


14,529 


14,157  \ 


237 


Y  14,394 


135 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Stanley,  submits  the 
following  report  : — 

“  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation)  Act  1956, 
received  Royal  Assent  on  the  2nd  August. 

By  this  enactment  Sanitary  Inspectors  became  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  a  designation  which  one  might  suggest  describes  more 
aptly  the  duties  undertaken  by  this  member  of  the  public  health 
team. 
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One  aspect  of  housing  progress  could  be  gauged  by  the  Council’s 
action  in  declaring  seven  areas  to  be  Clearance  Areas,  101  dwelling- 
houses  being  included  in  these  areas. 

The  Ditherington  Village  site,  consisting  of  02  houses,  was  the 
major  item  and,  unfortunately,  the  only  site  of  these  seven  where 
housing  re-development  could  take  place. 

Rehousing  of  the  occupiers  of  the  32  houses  in  the  Spring 
Gardens  and  Plough  Passage/Bakehouse  Passage  areas  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  houses  were  demolished. 

Undertakings  not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation  were  obtained 
from  owners  in  respect  of  seventeen  individual  unfit  houses,  and  six 
similar  dwellings  were  made  subject  to  Demolition  Orders. 

Two  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued,  and  four  such  Certifi¬ 
cates  were  revoked  on  satisfactory  completion  of  the  work  required 
to  remedy  structural  defects. 

There  were,  during  the  year,  29  caravans  sited  in  various  places 
within  the  Borough  boundary.  These,  with  one  exception,  were 
satisfactory  from  the  public  health  viewpoint.  The  Council  licenced 
one  site  for  the  use  of  25  caravans.  Permanent  water  closets  and 
slop-closets  were  provided  on  this  the  largest  site  so  far  approved 
in  Shrewsbury.  The  remaining  licenced  sites  are  restricted  to  not 
more  than  three  caravans  and,  in  one  case,  eight. 

All  the  caravan  sites  are  subject  to  frequent  and  regular  inspec¬ 
tion. 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
January,  1956,  consolidating  and  repealing  legislation  contained 
in  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  including  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1938,  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act 
1950,  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act  1954. 

Of  special  interest  were  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955, 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  the 
Minister  of  Health,  acting  jointly  under  Section  13  of  the  Act. 
These  Regulations  set  out  a  code  of  requirements  to  be  observed 
by  persons  handling  food,  standards  of  cleanliness,  construction 
and  equipment  to  which  all  food  premises  must  in  future  conform, 
subject  to  Certificates  of  Exemption  being  granted  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  special  circumstances. 

Naturally,  such  regulations  have  necessitated  a  review  of  all 
food  preparation  premises  within  the  Borough.  Fortunately,  the 
standard  of  hygiene  obtained  over  the  past  few  years  meant  that  the 
principal  structural  requirements  were  the  provision  of  additional 
sinks  and  washbasins. 
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The  Borough  Analyst’s  reports  on  food  and  drugs  submitted 
were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

A  number  of  milk  samples  fell  below  standard  requirements. 
These  results  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  cows  were 
producing  sub-standard  milk,  or  that  the  milk  was  not  being  plunged 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  distribute  the  fat  properly.  The  remaining 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  ones  falling  below  standard  in  a  batch 
of  samples  where  the  average  was  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Analyst  considered  that  two  samples  of  pork  sausage  were 
deficient  in  meat  content. 

The  general  opinion  is  that  pork  sausage  should  contain  a 
minimum  content  of  65  per  cent,  but  the  outcome  of  recent  Court 
rulings  has  left  local  authorities  with  a  certain  amount  of  doubt. 
Some  argue  that  the  quality  of  the  product  should  be  directly 
related  to  the  price. 

In  November  a  milk  testing  machine  was  purchased  and  assem¬ 
bled  at  the  Health  Centre,  Murivance. 

This  apparatus,  which  determines  milk  fat  content,  proved  to 
be  most  useful  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  saving  effected  paid 
for  the  cost  of  the  machine. 


There  was  a  welcome  increase  in  the  proportion  of  designated 
milk  sold  in  Shrewsbury,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  near  future 
will  see  a  Ministerial  edict  specifying  the  retail  sale  of  specially 
designated  milks  only  for  Shrewsbury. 

Several  complaints  were  received  in  the  Department  regarding 
the  dirty  condition  of  empty  milk  bottles.  Some  have  been  returned 
to  the  dairyman  in  such  a  state  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  cleanse 
them  satisfactorily.  An  appeal  is  made  to  the  consumer.  Please 
give  the  milk  bottle  fair  treatment  and  return  it  promptly  to  the 
roundsman  ! 


A  timely  warning  was  issued  by  the  National  Association  of  Soft 
Drinks  Manufacturers  Ltd.,  drawing  attention  to  the  misuse  of  soft 
drinks  bottles  as  containers  for  harmful  liquids  such  as  paraffin, 
bleach,  disinfectant,  etc.  It  is  a  criminal  offence,  under  the  Merchan¬ 
dise  Marks  Acts,  to  offer  for  sale  goods  in  a  bottle  which  is  embossed 
with  a  trade-mark  or  trade  description  of  another  business. 

All  concerned  are  reminded  that  a  soft  drinks  bottle  should 
never  be  filled  with  a  harmful  liquid. 


There  were  two  major  smoke  nuisances  from  industrial  chimneys. 
Lack  of  suitable  fuel  appeared  to  be  the  principal  cause  in  each 
instance.  A  marked  improvement  was  shown  when  the  latter 
conditions  were  remedied. 
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Conditions  found  on  visits  to  factories  were,  generally,  satis¬ 
factory. 


Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  two  shopkeepers  for 
contraventions  of  the  Shops  Act  1950.  Both  parties  were  lined 
£1  each  on  two  summons  in  respect  of  Sunday  trading  infringements. 


General  routine  proceeded  smoothly  throughout  the  year,  thanks 
to  good  work  by  the  staff  and  the  assistance  so  readily  given  by 
members  of  other  Departments. 


A  summary  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  work  is  included 
in  the  following  pages.” 


Complaints  Received  during  the  Year 

There  were  597  complaints,  and  these  were  investigated  in 
accordance  with  the  following  analysis  : — 

Table  I 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number  Received. 

Housing  Defects 

114 

Defective  Dustbins  ... 

1 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Sewers... 

149 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

22 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food  ... 

88 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Bugs  and  Fleas 

7 

(b)  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

128 

( c )  Beetles,  Crickets,  and  Other  Insects 

30 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  ... 

7 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies 

i 

Miscellaneous 

50 

Total 

597 

Premises  Inspected 


The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  of 
various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1,902 

Dwelling-houses  under  Housing  Acts 

1,675 

Infected  Dwelling-houses  : — 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

297 

(■ b )  Contacts  ... 

71 

(c)  Fumigations  after  infectious  diseases  ... 

6 

( d )  Phthisis  enquiries  and  fumigations 

10 

Elementary  Schools  and  Church  Halls 

19 

Business  Premises 

145 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Billiard  Halls 

34 

Fairgrounds 

5 

Factories  Acts  : — 

Factories,  with  mechanical  power  ... 

341 

Factories,  without  mechanical  power 

38 

Works  of  Engineering  and  building  construction... 

21 

Outworkers’  premises 

46 

Smoke  observations 

91 

Offensive  Trade  Premises 

26 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

95 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

5 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

374 

Drainage  :  Testing  by 

Smoke 

Water  ... 

2 

Coloured  Water 

53 

Breaking  down 

8 

re  Public  Sewers 

482 

Drainage  Work  in  Progress 

79 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  (S.60,  Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

4 

Watercourses  and  Ditches 

100 

Land  and  Tips 

98 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  Urinals... 

280 

Water  Supplies 

27 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 

6 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

814 

Visits,  not  Inspections 

906 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 

1949)  . 

3K 1 

( b )  Bug  Infestations 

18 

(c)  Beetles 

36 

(rf)  Other  Vermin 

156 

Inspections  re  Supervision  of  Food  : — 

Unfit  Foodstuffs  other  than  Meat  ... 

170 

•laughterhouses 

59 

Markets 

146 

Food  Vehicles... 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : — 

Bakehouses 

80 

Butchers’  Shops 

242 

Factory  Canteens 

14 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc.  ... 

220 

Hotel  and  Beerhouse  Bars  and  Cellars  : — - 

Day  Inspections 

124 

Night  Inspections 

— 

Other  Premises 

689 

Section  16  : — 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

67 

Preserved  Meat  Preparation  Premises 

32 

Fish  Friers’  Premises 

60 

IceCream  Premises  ... 

251 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949/54  : — 

Milk  Sampling  for  Bacteriological  Examination  and 

Biological  Test  for  Tuberculosis 

168 

Contraventions  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ... 

9 

Dairies  at  Farms 

6 

Milkshops  and  other  Dairies 

103 

Cowsheds 

— 

Shops  Act,  1950,  and  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938 

882 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 — Sampling 

141 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

60 

Total  Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 

12.174 
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Notices  Served 

Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory 
enactments  as  follows  : — 


Subject  of  Notice 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Milk  and 
Dairies 
Regs. 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act 
1938 

Factories 
Act,  1937 

Shops 

Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
served 

107 

105 

6 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
comDlied  with 

93 

— 

12 

4 

— 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

39 

_ 

93 

•) 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
served 

53 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
complied  with 

53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

16 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

2 
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Sanitary  Improvements  Effected  at  Dwelling-houses 
as  a  Result  of  Statutory  and  Informal  Notices  Issued 

(Number  of  premises,  97) 


Defective  drains  ... 

Choked  drains 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 
Absence  of  proper  sink  ... 

Defective  water  closets  ... 

Defective  gullies  ... 

Defective  sink 
Defective  sink  waste  pipes 
Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings 
Burst  water  pipes 
Insufficient  water  supply... 

Defective  soil  pipes 
Dampness  arising  from  : — 

Defective  roofs 
Defective  eaves-gutters 
Defective  down-spouts 
Defective  brickwork  and  pointing 
Defective  damp-proof  courses 
Defective  yard  paving 
Defective  chimney  flues  ... 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  provided 
Defective  window-frames  and  sash-cords 
Defective  floors 
Defective  stairs 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  . . . 
Defective  doors 

Defective  fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges 

Defective  wash-boilers 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks 

Defective  and  bulging  external  walls  . . . 

Defective  and  bulging  party  walls 

Filthy  condition  of  premises 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  offensive  matter 

Miscellaneous 


Number 

Complied 

with 

■> 


12 

2 

4 
14 

1 

1 

25 

18 

9 

5 
5 
1 
3 
1 

30 

5 

5 

37 

8 

9 

1 

1 
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Additional  Unsatisfactory  Conditions  remedied  by  Verbal  Intimations 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Dwelling-houses  (Public  Health  Acts)  ... 

62 

51 

11 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

9 

7 

2 

Bakehouses 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Food  Preparation  Premises 

15 

4 

ii 

Butchers  Shops 

5 

4 

i 

Flotel  Bars 

•> 

2 

— 

Business  Premises... 

19 

12 

7 

Factories  (Factories  Act,  1937)  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  Premises  (Sale/Man.) 

2 

1 

1 

Shops  (Shops’  Acts) 

4 

4 

— 

Dairies 

1 

1 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

5 

4 

1 

Caravans  ... 

1 

— 

1 
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FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

The  following  statistics,  required  under  the  provisions  of  this 
legislation,  are  appended  : — 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

33 

38 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

187 

341 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises) 

21 

21 

— 

— 

Total 

241 

400 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

N  umber 
of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.U 

4 

:3 

— 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  — 

(a)  Insufficient 

•) 

•) 

— 

2 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

i 

— 

i 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work)... 

»> 

2 

i 

Total 

10 

8 

— 

6 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  apparel¬ 
making,  etc. 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HOUSING 

Building  Progress  during  1956 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority...  169  ) 

Houses  erected  bv  Private  Enterprise  177  i 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,413 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  123 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  42 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  under¬ 

taking  was  accepted  under  Sub-Section  (3)  of 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936...  ...  ...  17 


Corporation  Housing  Estates 

The  Housing  Manager,  Mr.  E.  Woodhead,  has  provided  the 
following  report  concerning  the  work  of  the  Housing  Department  : 

“  Applications. — At  31st  December,  1956,  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cations  outstanding  show  a  figure  of  1,863.  This  is  an  over-all 
increase  of  392. 

From  the  following  analysis  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  pro¬ 
portionate  increase  in  all  categories. 
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Analysis  of  outstanding  Applications  in  Family  Unit  Form 


In  Rooms 

Tenants 

Owner 

s 

Total 

Childless  Couples  . . . 

(305) 

400 

(266) 

350 

(21) 

38 

(592) 

788 

One  Child  ... 

(1901 

255 

(230) 

257 

(17) 

(9) 

26 

(437) 

538 

Two  Children 

(65) 

81 

(181) 

224 

13 

(255) 

318 

Three  Children 

(22) 

25 

(84) 

87 

(7) 

10 

(113) 

122 

Four  Children 

(10) 

10 

(33) 

43 

(2) 

4 

(45) 

57 

Five  &  over  Children 

(3) 

4 

(25) 

35 

(1) 

1 

(29) 

40 

Totals  ... 

(595) 

775 

(819) 

906 

(57) 

92 

(1,471 

1,863 

Numbers  in  brackets  denote  totals  as  at  December,  1955. 

There  is  a  slight  fall  below  the  1954  figure  to  the  extent  of  126. 

“  Allocations. — During  1956  house  production  was  not  at  its 
peak,  there  being  a  total  of  169  Corporation  houses  completed,  but  in 
order  to  balance  the  housing  of  the  various  categories,  the  number  of 
transfers  effected  was  increased. 

During  the  year,  26  families  from  condemned  houses  from  part 
of  Spring  Gardens,  Plough  Passage,  Bakehouse  Passage,  St. 
Alkmund’s  Place,  FrankweH  and  Glenburn  were  re-housed.  In  the 
process  of  clearing  these  properties,  valuable  assistance  was  received 
from  local  house  owners  and  estate  agents,  which  contributed 
very  largely  to  the  success  of  the  re-housing  operations.  Their 
good  offices  are  so  much  appreciated  that  it  is  certain  that  we  Mull 
have  to  ask  for  more  during  the  coming  years,  but  in  their  efforts 
it  must  be  appreciated  that  their  contribution  was  not  necessarily 
to  the  specific  tenants  from  the  Clearance  Areas  but  in  the  general 
housing  position  within  the  Borough. 

“  Repairs  and  Inspections. — From  the  middle  of  February 
to  the  end  of  March  there  was  only  one  Housing  Inspector,  Mr. 
Litchfield  having  been  appointed  Chief  Building  Inspector  at  Long 
Eaton.  In  March,  Mr.  Weaver  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  post. 
During  the  year  there  have  been  4,897  visits  and  inspections  by  the 
two  Housing  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  orders  for  repairs  were  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Chargeable  to  housing  revenue  account  : — 

(a)  Direct  Labour  ...  ...  3,031  |  3,119 

(b)  Private  Contract  ...  ...  88  ) 

(2)  Rechargeable  (method  a  or  b)  541 


Total  .  3,660 


In  October,  the  Water  Department  inaugurated  the  system  of 
repairing  water  taps  and  ball  taps  free.  During  1st  October  to  31st 
December,  315  ball  taps  were  reported  to  the  Water  Department. 
Furthermore,  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  Estates  was  made  and 
stop  tap  covers  were  dealt  with  en  bloc  by  the  Water  Engineer.” 
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MUNICIPAL  HOSTEL  FOR  MEN 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  E.  A.  Andrews,  has  provided  the  fol¬ 


lowing  report  for  the  year  1956  : — 

“  Number  of  beds  available  for  use  ...  ...  41 

Total  number  of  men  paying  weekly  charge  1,912 

Total  number  of  men  paying  daily  charge...  952 

Daily  average  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


Old  Age  Pensioners. — Very  few  enquiries  for  accommodation  are 
received  from  Old  Age  Pensioners  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  these 
old  people  are  now  more  agreeably  disposed  to  live  in  the  Old 
People’s  Homes  within  the  County. 

Due  to  sickness  and  infirmity  the  numbers  of  elderly  lodgers 
inevitably  tends  to  get  less  each  year,  and  now  only  two  of  the  men 
are  pensioners. 

Redundancy. — Redundancy  among  civilian  employees  at  Service 
establishments  in  the  district,  has  caused  premature  retirement 
to  some  of  the  older  lodgers  employed  there,  while  the  younger  men 
have  been  transferred  elsewhere.  The  result  is  that  a  number  of 
regular  lodgers  have  now  left  the  hostel. 

Daily  Lodgers. — The  number  of  “  casual  ”  or  daily  lodgers  has 
increased  to  over  twice  as  many  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Many  of  these  men  have  no  settled  home.  They  are  mostly 
young  and  unemployed.  A  few  will  stay  long  enough  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  there  is  no  work  to  be  had  before  moving  on  to 
the  next  town. 

Sickness. — Three  of  the  older  lodgers  were  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year.” 


Visiting  this  establishment  one  is  always  struck  by  the  extreme 
cleanliness  and  tidiness  of  the  men’s  rooms.  Recent  improvement  in 
the  cooking  and  food  storage  facilities  have  been  made  and  the 
laundry  facilities  available  are  considered  excellent. 

The  management  of  the  hostel  has  met  with  general  approval. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations  : — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  48 

Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacillus 

Cultural  and  animal  tests  were  made  on  17  samples — all  of  which 
were  negative. 


Turbidity  Test 

The  nine  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Phosphatase  Test 

The  twenty-four  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  samples  were  subjected  to  the 
methylene  blue  test.  Subsequent  sampling,  in  the  case  of  forty-one 
adverse  reports,  gave  satisfactory  results.  Three  samples  were 
declared  void  due  to  the  high  atmospheric  temperature  in  the 
laboratory  at  the  time  of  the  test. 

Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  manufacture...  1 
Premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  146 

Premises  registered  for  store  only  ...  ...  2 

Forty-five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  are  tabulated  below  : — 

No.  of  Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 

Samples  I  II  III  IV 

45  33  7  3  2 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

A  total  of  131  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  and  forwarded 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis,  comprising  70  milk  samples  (56 
formal  and  14  informal),  58  foods  other  than  milk  (all  informal), 
and  3  drugs  (all  informal). 

Of  the  samples  taken,  118  were  returned  as  genuine  and  13  as  not 
genuine,  of  which  11  were  milk  and  2  food. 

In  addition  26  “  Informal”  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and 
tested  for  fat  content  on  the  testing  machine  at  the  Health  Centre. 
Twenty-five  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  One 
sample  (Channel  Island  T.T.)  showed  a  7.5  per  cent  deficiency. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  give  particulars  of  the 
articles  sampled. 


(A)  MILK 


Number  of  milk  samples 

70 

Number  found  genuine  ... 

59 

Number  found  not  genuine 

11 

Remarks  on  samples  returned  as  not  genuine. 

1.  Fat  2.4%.  Solids  not  fat  8.3%.  Deficient  of  20%  fat.  “  Appeal  to 
Cow  ”  samples  showed  fat  up  to  standard.  Warning  letter  sent 
to  retailer. 

2.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  fat  8.2%.  Deficient  of  10%  fat  and  below 
for  solids  not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point 
test.  “  Appeal  to  Cow  ”  samples  showed  that  cows  were  giving 
milk  below  the  standard  for  fat  and  solids  not  fat.  Referred  to 
County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

3.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  fat  8.6%.  Deficient  of  10%  fat.  Subsequent 
samples  taken  in  connection  with  this  result  (Nos.  4  and  5). 

4.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  fat  8.8%.  Deficient  of  10%  fat.  “  Appeal 
to  Cow  ”  samples  taken  which  proved  satisfactory.  Producer 
warned. 

5.  Fat  2.9%.  Solids  not  fat  8.6%.  Deficient  of  3%  fat.  “  Appeal  to 
Cow  ”  samples  taken  (Nos.  6  and  7). 

6.  Fat  2.9%.  Solids  not  fat  8.6%.  Deficient  of  3%  fat.  Referred 
to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

7.  Fat  2.8%.  Solids  not  fat  8.6%.  Deficient  of  7%  fat.  Referred 
to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

8.  Fat  2.8%.  Solids  not  fat  8.8%.  Deficient  of  7%  fat.  “  Appeal 
to  Cow  ”  sample  showed  fat  up  to  standard.  Producer  warned. 

9.  Fat  2.85%.  Solids  not  fat  8.9%.  Deficient  of  5%  fat.  When 
averaged  with  samples  from  the  same  consignment  the  result 
was  3.08%. 

10.  Fat  2.9%.  Solids  not  fat  8.5%.  Deficient  of  3%  fat.  Subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 

11.  Fat  2.35%.  Solids  not  fat  8.8%.  Deficient  of  22%  fat.  “  Appeal 
to  Cow  ”  samples  showed  that  cows  were  giving  milk  below  the 
standard  for  fat.  Referred  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 
Subsequently,  an  improvement  was  effected  (3.3%). 

(B)  FOOD 

Number  of  food  samples  (other  than  milk)  ...  58 

Number  found  genuine  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  found  not  genuine  ...  ...  ...  2 

Name  and  Number  of  articles  sampled.  Informal 


Appleade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Arrowroot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butter  .  2 

Cheese  Spread  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Christmas  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Citroze  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clotted  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Cod  Liver  Oil 
Cooking  Fat 
Cream 

Curry  Powder 
Cut  Peel 
Cydapple  ... 

Dandelion  and  Burdock  . 
Dripping  ... 

Foreign  Pears 
Fruit  Pie  ... 

Glace  Cherries 
Glucose  Powder  ... 
Grapefruit 
Gravy  Salt 
Ice  Cream  ... 

Jelly  . 

Lemonade  Crystals 
Malt  Extract 
Margarine  ... 

Marzipan  ... 

Mint  in  Vinegar 
Mixed  Pickle 
Orange  Drink 
Peeled  Tomatoes  ... 

Rice 

Salmon  Fish  Paste 
Sausages 

Sponge  Pudding  ... 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Sultanas 
Tea 

Tomato  Ketchup  ... 

Vinegar 

Yeast 


I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Remarks  on  samples  returned  as  not  genuine 

1.  Pork  Meat  content  56%.  Deficient  of  9%  meat.  Vendor 
Sausage  warned. 

2.  Pork  Meat  content  58%.  Deficient  of  7%  meat.  Vendor 
Sausage  warned. 


(C)  DRUGS 

Number  of  drug  samples  ... 
Number  found  genuine  ... 
Number  found  not  genuine 


3 

3 

Nil 


Name  and  number  of  articles  sampled.  Informal 

Adult  Cough  Drops  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Liquorice  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tartaric  Acid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  J 

Public  Abattoir 

The  accompanying  table  classifies  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Superintendent,  Mr.  S.  R.  Reed,  and  his  assistant  : — 


Public  Abattoir 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

12,045 

1,355 

3,192 

50,631 

25,617 

— 

Number  inspected 

12,045 

1,355 

3,192 

50,631 

25,617 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

6 

8 

50 

112 

76 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

2,637 

434 

85 

529 

874 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

21.94 

32.62 

4.23 

1.27 

3.71 

_ 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

28 

8 

8 

— 

29 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

836 

178 

— 

— 

4S2 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

7. 17 

13.73 

0.25 

_ 

1.99 

_ 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

22 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offal  of  63  tons  10  cwts.  76  lbs.  given  in  the 
following  table. 

Carcases  and  Parts 
Beef 

Veal  . 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

Pork  . 

Offal  . 


31,016  lbs. 
2,439  lbs. 
5,416  lbs. 
...  22,205  lbs. 

81,240  lbs. 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  foodstuffs,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction  : — 


Cabbage  ... 

Fish 

Bacon  and  Ham 
Preserved  Goods 
Cheese 
Sausage  ... 

Beef 

Corned  Beef 
Other  Foods 
Fowl 

Other  Meat 


970  lbs. 

728  lbs. 

514f  lbs. 

1,362  tins  and  jars 
55  lbs. 

16f  lbs. 

19§  lbs. 

280|  lbs. 

1321  lbs. 

5 

228|  lbs. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Poliomyelitis. — No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

The  County  Council  commenced  immunisation  of  children  in 
the  Borough  against  poliomyelitis  and  a  small  number  of  children 
were  immunised.  No  report  of  any  after  effect  from  the  vaccine 
used  was  recorded. 

Diphtheria. — No  case  of  diptheria  has  been  notified  in  the 
Borough  during  the  last  six  years. 

It  is  noted  that  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  the 
year  is  less  than  in  previous  years  and  although  the  disease  is 
apparently  not  present  in  the  community,  complacency  should  be 
avoided  and  further  efforts  made  to  maintain  a  high  level  of 
immunity  in  t lie  population,  especially  the  younger  members. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Twenty-six  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified 
during  the  year.  One  case  was  admitted  to  hospital. 
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The  pattern  of  this  disease  continues  as  before  and  practically 
all  the  cases  were  only  slightly  upset  by  their  illness. 

Tracing  of  infection  is  difficult  in  this  particular  disease  because 
the  causative  organism  is  responsible  for  many  types  of  illness, 
only  some  of  which  are  notifiable.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  little  connection  was  noticed  between  affected  families. 

Measles. — Sixty-one  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the 
year,  53  of  these  occurred  in  November  and  December  and  proved 
to  be  the  early  stages  of  a  widespread  epidemic. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  for  the  last  10  years  measles  epidemics 
have  occured  at  intervals  of  15  to  24  months,  with  a  virtual  absence 
of  notifications  between  epidemics. 

Whooping  Cough. — Forty-two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Most  of  the  cases  were  fairly  severe  and 
many  doubtful  cases  occurred  several  of  which  were  in  immunised 
children. 

It  appears  that  the  disease  affecting  immunised  children  has 
been  less  severe  than  the  normal  whooping  cough. 

Two  children  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

Dysentery. — One  hundred  and  sixty-three  cases  of  dysentery 
were  notified  during  the  year,  of  which  7  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
No  deaths  occurred  and  the  organism  isolated  in  practically  all  cases 
was  Sh.  sonnei. 

This  small  epidemic  followed  very  much  the  expected  pattern 
showing  a  sudden  onset  with  a  limited  number  of  early  cases  followed 
by  widespread  infection  and  gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  new 
cases.  In  most  cases  the  disease  was  mild  and  of  short  duration.  It 
was  noted  that  in  many  cases  the  disease  went  round  the  family, 
very  often  starting  with  a  school  child  and  being  spread  to  the 
parents  and  other  children  within  1  to  3  days. 

The  origin  of  the  epidemic  was  in  doubt,  but  a  neighbouring 
town  had  just  previously  reported  the  presence  of  this  disease. 

The  mode  of  spread  and  sudden  onset  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea 
produce  a  situation  where  only  the  strictest  personal  hygiene  on  the 
part  of  all  concerned  will  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading. 

Food  Poisoning. — Twenty  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

In  4  cases  the  organism  responsible  was  not  found. 

In  two  small  outbreaks  of  8  and  6  cases  the  responsible  organism 
was  found  to  be  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium,  while  other  Salmonellae 
were  found  in  the  two  remaining  cases. 

In  the  second  small  outbreak  admission  of  a  child  to  hospital 
suffering  from  very  mild  food  poisoning  led  to  a  spread  of  infection 
which  was  quickly  controlled.  This  department  was  called  in  to 


advise  and  the  technique  of  sewer  swabbing,  i.e.,  testing  swabs 
left  for  a  time  in  sewers  draining  the  hospital  for  the  organisms 
concerned, was  used  to  establish  theabsence  of  active  cases  or  carriers. 

The  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was 
low. 


The  Public  Health  Service  Laboratory  in  Shrewsbury  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  provide  a  most  satisfactory  service  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  water,  milks,  ice  cream  etc. 

The  willing  assistance  of  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory  (Dr. 
A.  C.  Jones),  in  co  operating  in  field  epidemiology  is  very  much 
appreciated. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the 

Year,  1956 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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The  two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  were  of  notified  cases. 

The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  Death 
Rate  for  the  year  was  0.04  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
0.11  in  the  previous  year. 

Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  has  been  practised  for  many 
years,  and  has  recently  been  used  widely  in  this  country.  Following 
satisfactory  early  reports  on  the  protection  afforded  to  adolescents 
by  vaccination,  the  Shropshire  County  Council  decided  to  offer 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis  to  their  school  children  between 
the  ages  of  13  and  14.  A  start  to  this  work  was  made  during  1956  in 
Shrewsbury. 

Before  a  child  is  vaccinated  it  is  necessary  to  see  whether  the 
child  has  or  has  not  been  infected  already  by  the  organism  causing 
tuberculosis.  A  skin  test,  the  Mantoux  test,  is  used  for  this  purpose. 
A  reaction  to  this  test  indicates  a  sensitivity  to  the  organism  and 
experience  indicates  that  this  also  means  the  production  of  an 
immunity,  and  the  consequent  power  to  deal  with  any  further 
infection.  An  extremely  small  percentage  of  these,  the  Mantoux 
positive  cases,  are  ill  or  are  likely  to  suffer  from  tuberculosis,  but  as  a 
precaution  they  are  all  subsequently  X-rayed  and  examined  by 
the  Chest  Physician  if  the  X-ray  shows  anything  unusual. 

Those  children  which  do  not  react  to  the  Mantoux  test,  the 
Mantoux  negatives,  which,  incidentally  have  been  found  to  pro¬ 
duce  normally  a  higher  incidence  of  active  tuberculosis  by  the  age 
of  20  than  the  Mantoux  positive  children  do,  are  then  vaccinated, 
using  the  B.C.G.  vaccine,  which  confers  a  sensitivity  to  the  tubercu¬ 
losis  organism  with  concurrent  immunity  and  protection  without 
causing  any  harmful  reactions. 

After  vaccination  a  retest  with  the  Mantoux  reagent,  practically 
always  shows  a  conversion  to  Mantoux  positive. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Number  of  children  in  age  group  selected  ...  256 

Number  accepting  vaccination ...  ...  ...  247 

Number  found  positive  ...  ...  ...  69 

Number  found  negative ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  ...  ...  176 

Number  converted  to  positive  ...  ...  ...  170 

Number  not  re-tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  provided  the 
following  figures  relating  to  the  work  done  in  Shrewsbury  during 
1956. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  Immunisations 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  197 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  222 

SchoolChildren:  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  33 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  16 


Total  ...  ...  468 


Reinforcing 

Injection 

At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  605 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  179 


Total  .  784 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  158 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  283 

School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  1 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  13 


Total  ...  ...  455 


Tetanus 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  197 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  123 

School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  5 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  — 

Total  ...  ...  325 


Poliomyelitis 

Number  of  children  innoculated  ...  ...  ...  73 

Vaccination  (Smallpox) 

Children  under 

(1  year  of  age :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  107 

Primary  '  By  General  Practitioners  ...  275 

j  Others :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  10 

1  By  General  Practitioners  ...  77 


Total  ...  ...  469 


Re-Vaccination  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  23 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  168 


191 


Total 
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DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

A  summary  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
is  as  follows  : — 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  384 
Disinfection  carried  out  after  Tuberculosis  ...  6 

Thirteen  houses  were  disinfested  by  Corporation  employees 
working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  type  of  infestation  was  as  undermentioned  : — 

Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  houses 

Fleas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  houses 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  premises  under  contract 
with  the  Corporation  for  disinfestation  was  as  follows  : — 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Private  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No  major  infestation  was  discovered. 

The  Rodent  Operative  made  1,360  visits  to  premises  in  the 
course  of  his  duties  during  the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  AND  1951 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  application  for  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital. 

Five  old  persons  were  kept  under  periodic  observation. 
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